AEGD programs: why now, why more?
With an increased number of dental schools graduating more dentists, along with the opening of new dental schools throughout the United States, more graduating dental students are considering utilizing Advanced Education in General Dentistry (AEGD) programs as a means to increase their understanding of the complexity of modern dentistry and to gain additional training and experience before heading into practice. This position paper describes how these programs can aid in transforming the face of dental education to address the needs of graduates and best educate the next generation of dental professionals. Its purpose is to examine reasons why dental students are choosing to participate in AEGD programs and to support a call for additional programs. An online survey of current AEGD residents was conducted to investigate reasons why they chose to enter this specific postgraduate opportunity. This position paper will also discuss how AEGD programs can be an effective training mechanism to address problematic issues such as access to care and dental licensure. Interest in AEGD programs will continue to rise, and this paper provides support for the expansion of such programs.